position at (now) Iowa State University, he postulated that the birds in Iowa ate 196,537 bushels (~5,335 tonnes) of weed seeds each year (Beal 1879). In his memorial to , W. L. McAtee stated that this estimate ''has been quoted hundreds of times, and which apparently will go on forever. '' Well, apparently not; it was based on how many seeds a captive canary could eat in 24 hours. Nonetheless, the Biological Survey was looking for someone to systematically examine diets of birds of the United States, and Beal was their man. During his career with the survey he examined and categorized 37,825 bird stomachs, and his Farmer's Bulletin on ''Some common birds in their relationship to agriculture'' was reprinted 50 times and had over a million copies distributed. He also produced more than a dozen other publications on the food habitats of woodpeckers and major passerine groups.
Lieutenant With four openings available, three new Fellows were elected. James H. Fleming (1872 Fleming ( -1940 lived his whole life in Toronto, Canada, and was considered an authority on birds of that region. He was a stalwart at annual meetings and served as Vice President (1926 President ( -1932 and then President (1932 President ( -1935 (1963) . Todd is the only person to be awarded the Brewster Medal twice (1925 and 1967) by the AOU, now an impossible feat given that the rules for the medal have changed.
Two Honorary Fellows had died since the last meeting. Henry Eeles Dresser (1838-1915) was a British ornithologist who authored more than 100 scientific papers on birds and several books concerned with geographic distribution, descriptions of new species, and bird eggs. Two of his most famous works were the nine-volume Birds of Europe and the Manual of Palearctic Birds. John A. Harvie-Brown (1844 -1916 was a Scottish ornithologist who published nearly 250 works. A wealthy landowner, he could devote time for expeditions, particularly to Russia, and spent summers cruising the Scottish coast in his small yacht, specially designed for collecting birds and eggs on remote islands. One Corresponding Fellow had died, Lieutenant Colonel Edward A. Butler (1843 Butler ( -1916 . During his military duties in India and Africa, he was a bird collector who supplied specimens to museums and private collections. Two Members had died: Ewen Somefled Cameron , who was the husband of the famous Montana photographer Evelyn Cameron (Lucey 1990); and Egbert Bagg (1850-1915) , an original member of the AOU and an amateur ornithologist who documented birdlife in and around Oneida County, New York.
Three Honorary Fellows, 10 Corresponding Fellows, 3 Members, and 170 Associates were elected. One of the Associates was a young Aldo Leopold (1887 Leopold ( -1948 , who had just been transferred by the Forest Service to Albuquerque, New Mexico, in 1915 . Initially hoping for a career as a forester, fortuitously he was reassigned duties that dealt with recreation, publicity, fish, and game. Minimizing his attention to the first two duties, Leopold focused mainly on wildlife management and conservation, which would become his lifelong passion. He let his membership lapse in 1920 but rejoined the AOU in 1929; he was elected as Member in 1935.
Three days of morning and afternoon sessions followed the opening business meeting, and the registered attendance was the largest ever. On the first night, 144 people dined at The Roosevelt restaurant on Chestnut Street. The highlight of the evening was a slide show of famous ornithologists ''from juvenile to adult plumage. '' The second day's afternoon talks were illustrated with motion pictures for the first time. After adjournment, field trips were taken to the pine barrens of New Jersey and to Mill Grove (historic home of J. J. Audubon) and nearby Fatland Ford (Figure 1 ; former home of his wife, Lucy Audubon).
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